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Natural istery

Geology

About 400 million years ago, volcanic 1slands formed
somewhere near present-day Tasmania and began to
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Ower millions of vears, these islands were surrounded by
volcanic sediments and siliceous oozes and were several
times injected with igneous rocks. At times, the island
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By about 100 million years ago. these rocks had
travelled 10,000 km and collided with North America,
where they now make up most of Vancouver Island,
the Gulf Islands, Queen Charlottes, and parts
of the mainland coast and Alaska. We call these

rocks Wrangellia. Since Wrangellia arvived, parts
ol 1t have been covered with shales, sandstones, and
conglomerates laid down in more recent shallow seas.
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wide, Nine sites are shown on the map as examples.

@ Fernwood to Hudson Point—along the beach:
Eroded southwest-dipping Cedar District shales—
Cretaceous Age, 80 million vears old. SEE: Animal tracks
and burrows in shale, which was once sea bottom mud.
Around Hudson Pomnt, fragments of the overlying (now
eroded) De Courcy sandstone and rounded erratic
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of glacial deposits in the banks are bedded Cuadra sand
and Vachon boulder clay.

(2] Top of Channel Ridge or St. Mary's Highlands:
Massive Geoffrey marine sandstone—~Cretaceous Age,
76 million vears old. SEE: Contact with underlying
Northumberland shale at intersection of Southbank
Drive and Trincomali Heights.,

@ East shore 5t. Mary Lake, along roadway: CLIT of
Northumberland shale—Cretaceous Age, 78 million
side indicating folding. Across the lake, Channel Ridge
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oﬁcmss from Mouat’s Store: Nearvertical De Courcy
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SEE: Along entranceway to Grace Point condominiums,
ancient sea tloor with npples and organic fragments
{palmetto, etc.). Hard sandstone forms the point (access
b boardwalk and |‘.t.'=.ﬂ‘|'|.'..".'|f..'j. Look down to the wave-cut
terrace of softer Cedar Ihsteet shale, also near vertieal.
Note fallen chunks of DeCourcy sandstone and many
small faults in shale. The breakwater is made of Tvee
granodiorite (see #7).

@ Rockerusher Corner to Cranberry Road: Extension-
Protection conglomerate, 81 million years old, is part
of the Ouer Range, a mountain ridge extending from
Mu Erskine through wo Mt Belcher and along Sky Valley
Road. Cranberry Road crosses the ridge, then descends
1t a1 'h'-'-ll]f.!‘_l' of soft Haszslam shale. SEE: The !i-l:]{!t'l.:;lt'lllﬂ.l'
conglomerate and sandstone ridge on vour right and
massive fallen boulders on both sides ot the road.
Ammeonite fossils are found in readside shale banks,

) Mount Maxwell: SEE: at the peak, pebbly Comox
marine conglomerate, 54 million vears old. Look down
to the fault-formed Fultord Valley. The lower slopes of
Mt Maxwell are made up of much older Tyvee igneous
rocks—about 360 million vears old. These rocks extend
eastward all the way to Reginald Hill.

6 T}reu& Intrusion: SEE: most of the rocks between
Fultord-Ganges Road, Stewart Road, Fultord Harbour,
and the entrance to Ruckle Park are grev crystalline
grandiorites of the Tyee Intrusion, igneous rocks about
360 million vears old, formed thousands of kilometres
awav in the ancient Pacihe Ocean.

© Ruckle Provincial Park, around picnic area: SEE:
greenish Maxwell volcanic rocks, some speckled porphyries,
the oldest rocks on Salt Spring, about 400 million vears
old. They extend several kilometres north along the
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camping arca, sce a complete change to much younger
Comox Sandstone forming the shore.
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—Tuam phyllite {greenish or grevish hard slate-like
metamorphic rock) and kanaka diabase (a dark greemish
speckled igneous rock), which often forms peaks and
I‘i.[]H{'.‘-:- The diabgise 1s about 200 million years olel anel thie
phylhte (i some places squeezed mto npply metallic-
looking schist) is between 220 and 330 million vears
old. Both were formed out in the mid-Pacific as part of
Wrangelha.

Plants and Wildlife

Salt Spring Island is part of a small, very
special natural region called the Swrait of
Georgla Lowlands (also known as the Diy
Coastal Douglas-Fir Zone). This narrow
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Vancouver lsland, producing an unusually
mild climate.

Trees. Douglas-fir, grand fir, western
hemlock, western red cedar, Sitka spruce,
western white and lodgepole pine, Garry
aak, arbums, big-leat maple, dogwood, vew,
and jumper.

Shrubs. Hairv manzanita, ocean spray,
Himalavan and trailing blackberry,
thimbleberry, red-flowering currant, Nootka

rose, and salmonberry, Wallace losks an
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Salt Spring
Under Ice

Fifteen thousand years ago, Sall Spring
wortldd have been very difficult to locate
since the entire southern Vancouver
Istand region was covered with a

rearly 2 km thack sheet of we. The ice
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rocks Ff.'r;.rgrrmtw.l’ il IerrfJ:.ﬁf:Hf the
beelrock. Evidence of the movement of
this enormeus ice field can be found
in Ruckle Provineial Park., When
it el .r:hn.ll.r_{ the tradl betvoeen the
picnic area at Beaver Point and the
campground, look for large grocves in
the bedrock (also see € .:f*r}fum.' #8).
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Sylvia Slark holds a bowl of
apples. Daughter Mane

Ground covers and wildflowers. Salal,
Oregon grape, sword fern, mosses, lichen,
skunk cabbage, Indian pipe, trillinm,
rattlesnake plantain, vanilla leaf, calypso
orchid, Easter lily, spring gold, blue and
white camas, sea blush, shooting star, field
chickweed, blue-eved Mary, common red
paimthrush, western buttercup, chocolare
lily, star Hlower, broad-leaved stonecrop,
foxglove, and dove's foot geranium.

Animals and birds. On the land, look
for deer, mice, squirrels, racoons, mink,
ollers, r[lllhkl dls, iill'il I:H.":l\ =l 1 [ll |]il! Wl L]
are seals, otters, sea lions, dolphins, and
Orcas. In the air, you'll ind bald eagles,
vultures, ravens, hawks,
11“.'].'1-.. \'n"i?(l‘[ll]l!('kl‘l'!‘i-.. {l."i-i}l"il}'.| I]l'r't.‘gl'il]l‘

falcons, and a wide variety of songbirds,

Fish. Fish populations are not as healthy
as in the past, but the Salt Spring Salmon
Enhancement Society is working to bring
them back. In lakes and streams, vou’ll find small-mouth
bass, sticklebacks (which have been here since the ice
age ), cutthroat trout and rainbow trout; while in the
bays, estuaries and otf-shore, you'll find chum, coho,
and herring.

Human HHistory

Aboriginal Salt Spring—
3,000 BC to 1920

The island’s history is a microcosm of British Columbia
history: a long period of aboriginal habitaton followed
1]'!|.' el i.lliljllil'.[ LM i.l.'l}' ll:l- I(]‘H;."'I'!h.. rlh]'ll.'l."a, rill e rs, i-lllll

VeI SO Miners.

Salt Spring is part of the traditional territory of the
Saanich, Cowichan, and Chemaimnus First Nations.
Aboriginal use of the island dates back at least 5,000
vears. Permanent settlements fluctuated over the years
with the main centres of population at Fulford Harbour,
Ganges, Long Harbour, and Hudson Point.

A major epidemic in the 1780s and subsequent warfare
with aboriginal peoples from the north shifted resident
populations to villages on Vancouver Island, Kuper
Island, and Valdes Island, although some families
continued to access their lands and resources on Salt
Spring. Aboriginal people remained at the present-day
Tsawout Indian Reserve on Fulford Harbour unal the
1920,

From the establishment of

Salt Spring Archiees 501 TE

Joe Nightingale and Jim Horel on spring-
boards felling a Douglas-fir.

forest. Many had minimal food
and clothing. and all had to
l'l.'Hrl'jIr' l_l|:]-|"l'|l| {'-[I'LIH':.II'F., \'n'{llﬁ.'{"?-il
and bears. They also faced
the hostlity of some of the
aboriginal people who saw

l||"Il"|'|1 s |l'1“iE'}]I.‘i?&t"l'H,

5till, the hospitable climate,
fertile soil in some parts of the
1sland, and abundant seafood
in the surrounding waters
h”."'n-'i-l]lll'll. l]ll' IEWCOIIers. H\'
1900, Salt Spring, with the
other Gulf Islands, was famous
for its large fruit harvests. Later
{{ait'}'iug became il'npm‘tin't[, and the butter prtu{uc:t:{i
by the Salt Spring Island Creamery enjoved a wide and
illustrious reputation. Poultry and sheep farming were
also important. Salt Spring is still known for its lamb.
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the island chmbed. By the 19530s, vacationers discovered
the 1sland, and resorts opened to welcome them.
Beginning in the 1950s, cottagers from Vancouver
and Victoria grew in numbers and islanders began
subdividing land to take advantage of this interest.
A spiral of growth began with increased services and
infrastructure attracting more people. Today, Salt Spring
15 home w about 10,000 people.
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(D' Stevens Boarding House, just =
I'I:ll]'lll uf 5[- E'I;I]'L!'i '::Ill_ll'('ll"l, 'I]l"
second rooming house on the
island, was opened in 1887, It cost
only | per day or 85 aweek to stay
I'I{'I!'I!.‘.
@ St. Mark’s Anglican Church,
the first Anglican church on the island, was built on
land donated by Henry and Anne Stevens and was
consecrated by Bishop George Hills in 1892,
@ St. Mark’s Anglican Cemetery (Baker Rd.) is the
final resting place of many early, mostly north-end
Anglicans.
@ Central Hall, built in 1896, was the centre of one
of Salt Spring’s first communities. That same yvear the
island’s first Fall Fair wok place there.
(B) Old Vesuvius Burial
Ground behind Central
Hall i1s the oldest

{L‘.['I]t'll.'l":l.' on the island.

the Colony of Vancouver
Island in 1849, aboriginal
lands were alienated by land
sale agreements called the
Douglas Treaties. However,
the colony was unable to reach
any agreement regarding
aboriginal lands on Salt
Spring. Today Salt Spring
is part of the overlapping
land claims of the Te'Mexw
(Saanich) and Hul'qumi'num {(Cowichan and

Chemainus) First Mations.

New Arrivals— 1860 to Present

In 1859, Governor James Douglas allowed many
indigent immigrants in Victoria, who were desperate
for a place to settle, access to aboriginal lands. S5ome
chose Salt Spring, even though the island was isolated
from centres of civilization by the surrounding waters,
was geographically rugged covered by huge Douglas-firs
that had o be cleared belore farming could take place,
and was not included in any treaties with the aboriginal
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About halt of the first settlers were Atncan-Amenrncans
from San Francisco who had come to Victoria in
1858 seeking a place to live where they had the same
rights as evervone else. Among the other settlers were
Australians, other Americans, and Europeans who had
come to Canada in search of gold. The early settlers also
included a number of former Hudson's Bay Company
(HBC) emplovees, including several Hawanans who
had been brought to the Pacific Northwest by the HEC;
Japanese who came as fishers and labourers; and more
affluent immigrants from the British Isles. By 1895,
the populaton was quite mulucultural as the following
analysis by the island’s Anglican minister indicates:
The present population of the island is
estimated lo be 450, A frerg# ried e r{,l'-
different nationalities ave vepresented. There
are affroxtmalely, old and young, 160
FEnglish (or Canadians), 50 Scotch, 20 rish,
22 Portuguese, 13 Swedes, 4 Germans, 2
Noruegrans, 34 Amencans, N Halflweeds, 40
Colored, or frartly coloved feofde, 6 Sandwich
Islanders [Hawatians], 10 Japanese, also 1
Egyptian, 2 Greeks, [ Patagonian.

The hirst settlers had enormous problems
Loy OVercome. ?ﬁj(lﬁ-' (:I'F 1|"|ﬂ.‘ ]H.II({ Wil
heavily forested. There were no roads,
no wharves, no regular transportation
to and from the island, no stores, no
I'lli'l.ll! H:I"ﬁ'ii'l', :Il]fi ['Il'l'l]ll{l}' Lin -'I:'i]'l. I hi.]'l'
for help. Most pioneers were poor and
had chosen Salt Spring mainly because
they could claim land and pay for it years
l;!ll:l'- Tlll'}' Iilﬂ.'Lt:‘(I I-;.Il"ll'lil'IH l?xlh'l‘i:l'll('.l:'..
money, and the equipment necessary

o 1930 to hack homes and farms ouat of the
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University of Victoria Archives #1995-034

Canoes like this Salish one were the primary means of
transportation for aboriginal pecple.

[t contains the graves of
many African-Americans
and Japanese settlers,
as well as members
{Ir |1.'.L|i|i!'lg I}Ill}'lll!lf'l'
families.

@ Memorial cemetery,
off the driveway at 734
Upper Ganges Rd.

(?5 The Bittancourt
House was built around
1886, probably as a rental house, by Portuguese-horn
builder Estalon Jose Bittancourt. The house was moved
to the grounds of the Farmers’ Institute and now houses
the Bittancourt Heritage House Museum (visits by
appointment only, 537-4895).

) Mahon Hall (114 Rainbow Rd.), opened in 1902
as an agricultural hall, is named after Ross Mahon. His
réll []iE'!L r'iJ'I'H':l"n'l.' [I 125 11 Iljl'i;.]'ii“l' i.' Ill.']ll i1.[I1.l.'I ?k‘[il!ll:l 1 I."- lll..'i-llll
in 1908,

The Merchant's Bank of
Canada (136 Lower Ganges
Rd.) moved into this building
in 1913 after renting space
above the Trading Company.
The bank closed down a short
time after itopened, probably a
victim of wartime restraint.

@ Salt Spring Inn (132 Lower
Ganges Rd.), built in 1957 by
Harry Bullock as a restaurant for
hisvoung cook, The building has
housed a vanety of restaurants
and inns.

(D The second telephone
exchange (108 Hereford
Ave.), built in 1945 to house
the Dominion Government
Telegraph and Telephone Company (later BC
lelephone ), was used for that purpose untl 1964,

« United Church manse (112 Herelord Ave. ) was built
II]I Iqﬂﬂ I—'U[ Ri"'.'. lIir‘irlllllliﬂlll ."‘I."f!ll EIIII.I ]'I;h 'I.‘n'irl.'.

@1 The first Ganges United Church (120 Hereford
Ave.) was moved from its onginal location at Central
in 1926. The front part of the existing building was the
Vesuvius Bay Methodist Church from 1905 to 1926, when
it became the United Church and was moved to Ganges.
It remained a church untl 1958.

@ The first telephone exchange (122 Hereford Ave.)
was located in this building from ¢. 1906 until ¢. 1945
when the exchange was moved to 108 Hereford Ave.
The bulding was later used as the island’s hrst forest
ranger station.

@ The Henn (or Garner) House (134 McPhillips
Ave.) was begun by Oland Gamer i about 1930 and
completed in 1938 by Victor Henn whose family lived
here and ran the Rex Theatre (movies) next door in a
building that no longer exists. The building now houses
the Core Inn Youth ProjecL

@ The Salt Spring Island Club (130 McPhillips Ave.),
built in 1912 1o house a social club, is now home (o a
number of health practitioners.

@ The Gulf Island Trading Co. (110 Lower Ganges
Rd.), built in 1912 to house the Salt Spring Island
TI';:I(HI'IH' [.:(:l]'ll];,]'}lll'}' {2 E_‘;I!]Il'T'}Il ."ill::l-l!'l:!}.| T l'li:ll'll.'-lllll."i ul
varicty of shops.

@ The cottage between Mouat’s Trading Company and
the Harbour Building was built in the 1920s to house
the first electric Iigh[ gFenerator for Mouat's store. Later,
Mouat's butcher shop made its sausage and prepared
hams for smoking here. From 1935 it was a residence
and after 19649 a shop.

@ Mouat's Trm:ling Cnmpan}l wiis buili |1}' Mouat Bros.
Coon, el i TU12 to replace the original store next door,
There is a fine display of historical photos in Mouat’s
Mall.

@D The Salt Spring Island Creamery (174 Fulford-
Ganges Rd.), a dary farmers’ cooperative enterprise
well known for its fine butter, opened in 1904 and
closed in 1957, The building has been used as a bakery
since 1980,

@ First Lady Minto Gulf Islands Hospital (268 Fullord-
Ganges Rd.) opened in 1914 and remained here until
1958, In 1975, the |:|||i]{j'!|1;_:. became the home of the Salt
Spring Island Community Services Society.

The Blackburn home (355 Blackburn Rd.) was built
in about 1913 and was E:u‘-;:lh':lhl‘_.' the |ill'g:::ﬂ house on the
islane 1 1ts du:.'. Tﬂtl.:;l‘_-'., it 15 the home of the Salt S|}r'iug
Centre for the Creative and Healing Arts, which also
houses a school.

Cusheon Lake was named aftera Victoria businessman
who claimed land on Salt Spring in 1859, When he found
that he was only allowed 200 acres (80 ha) instead of the
10 acres (400 ha) he wanted, he left the 1sland for the
gold rush in the Cariboo.

@ Burgoyne United Church, known as the Union
Church when it was bult in 1887, was meant to
serve all of the island’s Protestants, although Salt
Spring’s Anglicans preferred to worship in
a separate building. The church graveyard
contains the graves of many south-end
pioneers.

Fulford Harbour swimmers. Deena Colsford, Molly
Akerman, Eliza Maxwell, Dorothy Akerman, Inez
Maxwell, and Tillie Akerman, c. 1920

Japanese grave marker at Ceniral Cemeatery translates:
“The tombstone of U. lwanasa, Japanese. Today shalt
thou be with me in paradise, 14 July XXII."

9 Bob Akerman’s Museum (2501 Fulford Ganges
Rd.) contains early photos of Salt Spring and aboriginal
artifacts. Open by appoinunent, 65542285,

@ Fulford Hall dates from 1937 and is the third
building on this site. The first Fulford Communirty
Hall was built in 1921 and burned o the ground in
1925; the second was also destroved by fire i 1936,
@' St Mary’s Church (Anglican ), completed in 1894,
Wl |_ll|i.|[ i]] r“-lill I[H.I]I].I'I!"i- Al A Cosl ufSTﬂ."}, il]l;,'ll_l.l;i.llII]-_’I
furnishings. Its gravevard contains the graves of many
south-end pioneer familics. The oak by the gate 1s one
of two from Windsor Great Park planted to celebrate
||I|!f' ('(hl"{'lililli{][I nf I':i]'tg '[“:l'.{l]'gl' ."l-rl i[l I!'Igﬁ- Tl'l.i." el Iu'r'
oak stands in front of Salt Spring Elementary School
i Ganges.

'@ St. Paul's Church (Roman Catholic), consecrated
IIII ]HH;', lI.‘i- Eillt SE}I';I]HLH {'FIIIII!:'!‘i-l I!']'Il.l]'[']l. .[L'ii HI"H".'&:‘:.'H.I'II
contains the graves of many of the island’s Hawaiian
settlers, who did much of the construction work on the
church.

@J Drummond Park petroglyph was founc
imn 1963 during the construction of a Fulford
Harbour log dump. Authors Ray and Beth Hill
suggested that this and other petroglyphs stood
on the seaward side of a now-submerged Tsawout
village site in Fulford Harbour.

@ The Tsawout Indian Reserve established in 1877
at the foot of Reginald Hill, covers 43 acres (17 ha). It
'ih lli'li'l]I"I.illili.r("tl-l-"l]".l.I-I'li'].
Harbour was one of
the best places for
aboriginals to gather
I"I.'I..'I"Ii'illﬁI (AT rl"{llll thl'.
shallow beaches in the
spring and to hunt
ducks using nets in

the winter.

@ Stowell Lake was
named after an early
settler named Stowe.
Early maps showed

it as “Stowe L..” then
“Stowel L.." and finally
“Stowell L.7

@E} Weston Lake was
named after William Weston who setded nearby around
1870.

@ The Beaver Point area 15 named alter the Hudson's
Bay Company paddle steamer Beaver, the first steam
vessel on the BO coast.

'@' Beaver Point Hall, the seccond hall on this site,

cdates from 19537 and remains the centre of community

activities, The first hall was burned to the ground in
1936, two vears after it opened.

@ Beaver Point School, behind the hall, opened in
IHHE LII!I‘I. Wals 'I'H: ]l]]]g{'!ﬂ {:l]]'ltilfll."lll?il}' "!’-'.".:1' !'i-[']]{ll]]
in BC when it closed in 1951, The restored school s
currently used as a dav-care centre.

@ Ruckle Provincial Park was established when Gordon
Ruckle sold his tamily's 1200-acre (486 ha) tarm to
the BC government in 1972, The land was declared
a provincial park in 1975, Note the cluster of historic
farm buildings and the heritage orchard dating from
the 1870s. The park includes the island’s only public
campground.

@ Alfred Ruckle house was built c. 1906 by the oldest
of Henry and Ella Anna Ruckle’s four children. The
Ruckle family stll lives in this house. Please respect
therr privacy.

'@ The “Potato House™ was built about 1938 by William
”lll'llli-111 R.I.I(']'ili'. :Flll' Iii."i "n-".'t'.(l{l.il'lg. lElllirl'l‘!'lil |I'I.!' 'I.'I.'l."i,].lilllllg
was cancelled, the house was left unfinished and used
to store potatoes. loday, it functions as the park’s
headquarters.

@ Daniel Henry Ruckle house was builtin 1907 by the
voungest of Henry and Ella Anna Ruckle's four children.
This house 1s also a private residence.

The Ruckle farmhouse, built in 1876 by Henry
Ruckle, is partly restored.
Walk around it and peek in
the windows if yvou like.

{flt? Beaver Point General
Store (marked by a plaque
in the Ruckle Park picnic
area) was established c.
1911, It was taken over in
1915 by William and Emily
Patterson, who ran the
Beaver Point Post Office
from 1918 until it closed
i 1951, Steamers docked

the store until 1957, The
Flﬁllllli.i"l.[i(]"h (lrlhl: SLOe Can
still be seen today,

@ Musgrave Landing has
been the public dock for the Musgrave community since
tﬂ?4 ]l'i!‘ih i_ll'i.‘i“]‘i'l'i_“ EII.\'G"'I:,]. 11"5!_:']11\'{'. I][}l.lﬁl']'[ |I]f:‘ .‘illl_'.l"l:l
farm in 1885, and it is his name that has lived on.

A Selection of
Parks and Trails

In 1938, BC established Salt Spring’s first provincial
park—a 480 acre (194 ha) Class C park on Mt. Bruce—
but removed its pau*k status in 1955 when the HH‘I.'I‘I"II:[:I:I{!I'I[
sold and subsequently logged some Crown land. Mt
Maxwell Provincial Park, a 491 acre (199 ha) Class A
park, was also created in 1938 and remains one of Salt
Spring’s prime attractions.

A number of parks were created in the 1960s and
19705, The most noteworthy is the 1200 acre (456
ha) Ruckle farm at Beaver Point purchased from
the family for 3750,000. The Ruckle family, wanting
the land mantained for public use, accepted a
price well below its value and family members were
allowed to remain in their homes in the park for
the rest of their lives. In recent vears more parks
and rails have been added to the system through
hll]lﬁii'ﬁ-iﬁhi[]‘]] lll'{lit.il[il}”, |!.'Hi.“.l||':l| lil."i'rll]‘.lll.. :1.|l|i|
community lundraising. These new parks include
the Burgoyne Bay Provincial Park, the Andreas
Vogt Nature Reserve, Manzanita Ridge, and the
brand new Mu Erskine Provincial Park (proposed
for 2006). Note that trails and beach accesses are
marked with cedar-post signs.

_]m:l.{ Foster Trail {:l{‘t‘t'ﬁ'ﬁ off the east side of Hnlllhl:‘_l'
Point Rd. at the intersection with North End Rel. ). Trail
tr shore and then south (at low nde only) along the
shore to another trail that returns to North End Rd.
for a total of 4 km.

Channel Ridge Trails (access from the upper water
tank oft the east side of Canvasback Rd., about 400 m
northeast of Broadwell Rd., and from Sunset Dr. just
south of West Eagle Rd.). A 4.5 km ridge walk with
occasional views.

SN Duck Creek Park | between Broadwell Rd. and Sunset
Di. with accesses on both roads about 0.5 kim from
Vesuvius Bay Rd.). Includes 5.6 ha of shaded creek and
open meadow, containmg a 45-minute loop walk.

é Quarry Drive Park (sce sign at end of Quarry Dr.).

Avigorous 10-minute trail down to the beach with access

at low tide to Booth Canal,

Dunbabin Park (access 500 m either east or south

of the corner of Robinson Rd. and Stark Rd.). Contains

a l5-minute trail one way through 2.8 ha of temperate

rainforest along Dunbabin Creek.

Portlock Park (at the intersection of Vesuvius
Bay Rd. and Lower Ganges Rd.). Includes tennis
courts, a summer swimming pool, athletic helds, a
plavground, a track, a demonstration lsland Pathways
bikeway /walkway, and the Parks, Art and Recreation
Commission office.

at the whart n front of

The Roland family: Fred, Lioyd, Peter, Jr.,
Matida, and Peler, Sr. in Fulford, ¢.1953.

Mount Erskine Trail {access on the east side of Collins
Re., 0.7 km from the intersection with Rainbow Rd.).
Steep chmb 2.5 km up Mount Erskine to exhilarating
views. Continue on a trail through Crown land to
Manzanita Ridge (see #15).

Churchill Rd. {marked accesses on both
Long Harbour Rd. and Churchill Rd.). A
10-minute walk.

Centennial Park (in the centre of Ganges).
Includes a waterfront boardwalk, band shell,
children’s playground, picnic tables, and a
cenotaph honouring islanders who died in the wo
World Wars,
nm Rotary Maritime Park (beside Thrifty Foods).
This 0.2 ha park includes a waterfront boardwalk and
a dinghy dock.
Gml:l:' Pﬂ'il'lt. “Fﬂ.lk“'ﬂ.:f' (EI{'{'{!H&- FI!'IZ}I!'II ||!H'! I'H:li-ll'{i'l-'l.'i-l.l.l'-;
behind the fountain in Grace Point Square in downtown
Ganges). A b-minute walk along boardwalk and water’s
edge to Grace Point.
m Gﬂ“gﬂﬁ Pl,l.h].i:l: PI].I'J'IH'E.}I' {'I.'i.! I'i{ 1% []lil{'l =, i.l!l
Ganges, see inset map). Walking and biking
gravel pathways and bridges over creeks
through Ganges.
Mouat Park (at the end of Seaview D). A
networkot hiking trails and a dise golt course
in a 22 ha park. Mo overnight camping.
Mount Maxwell Provincial Park (at the end of Mount
Maxwell Rd.). A network of hiking trails and views of the
Burgoyne-Fulford Valleyv. No overnight camping.
Manzanita Ridge (access on north side of Tovnbee
Rd. less than 1 km from junction with Cranberry Rd.)
Trail right-ofsway leads w 20 ha park reserve and o
a trail through Crown land to the top of ML
]r.["!'n-l';.il.lt'!.

Peter Arnell Park (1.5 km from Cusheon H}hﬁ :

Lake Rd.) Trails on cast side of road loop
from one point on the road to another. The
trail on the west side climbs to Hlji‘:nt Hill
Park and the Andreas Vogt Natre Reserve
(see #17 and #183)

m Bryant Hill Park (near the end of Sarah
Way) can be accessed by a steep trail from the
south side of Peter Arnell Park.

mﬁndreas Vogt Nature Reserve (near the end
of Sarah Way: on right, a gravel road leads | km
toa parking area). Thiswalk over rocky knolls in
Garry oak and arbutus habitat has views of most of
salt Spring’s peaks and the San Juan Islands.
mBu.'rgu}me Bay Provincial Park (parking area al
the end of Burgoyne Bay Rd.).Trails lead to the Nature
Trust ecological reserve containing Canada’s largest
Garry oak woodland reserve, the shoreline to the north
and south, and up o Mt Sullivan.

Drummond Park (on the left side of Isabella Poing
Rd. just off Fulford-Ganges Rd. ). Contains a petroglyph,
picnic area, children’s play area, and access to a wide,
!'i'rll't{l}' I]I!':I("Iil at I(]'I.'l.'{'[' |II{II'."'E.

m Reginald Hill (access from Reginald Hill straa a
end of Morningside Dr.). A 1.5 km steep climb to the
top of Reginald Hill with spectacular views of Fullord
] Ii.l I'IH:'I |

Fern Creek Park (off Isabella Point Road, 0.75 km
south of Drummond Park). A walk through adeep gorge
carpeted with vibrant ferns to an upland 2 ha park, 25
MInNutes re rlll]fi—!l‘ip.

E Mill Farm Regional Park Reserve (CRIDV)(1%2 km
along Musgrave Rd.). The remains of an early-twentieth-
century farm and mill, and trails leading to the top of
Mt Bruce.

Musgrave Greenbelt (on the left side of Muosgrave
Ed. just 200} m before Musgrave Landing). A short trail
leads to a waterfall.

Ruckle Provincial Park (at the end of Beaver Point
Ed.). Hertage farm buildings and many killometres of
trails, all well marked, with one following the shoreline

k] Fqll ild 1IE!I.Z' Pi]i]l'[.

m Forest Ridge Park (at the end of Forest Ridge Rd.

Just before the intersection of Stevens Rd. ). A short trail

leads to the Grandmother Tree, the island’s second-

=

Merttage cmcz
Scenic Reads

Harry Bullock’s 1912 Model T Ford was Salt Spring’s
second or third vehicle. Like other cars, it cansed
problems on narrow roads—especially with horses, the
only transportation most people could afford. Bullock
once received a letter from J. Compton Kingsbury, the
secretary of the Island’s Agricultural and Fruit Grower's
Association requesting that he not drive his car during
the Fall Fair to avoid terronzing the anumals. Islanders
recall that Bullock drove his car only on designated davys

I':I !H{!:-i-l ntl“HIil.“rH I.
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horses ill peacc.

Inm 1992 the Salt Sprlng Islands Trust and the Mini:m'}'
H'FTIT.III!’-'.F]-I'II'[H‘['iHI!'I LIII{{ I IiHII\'ﬁ'Zi}".‘E IIl:|.l."I]li ]t.‘ﬂl ﬁﬁ;l'l"l] i!‘-i-llj il IT'I.

roads as heritage or scenic. They include:

Roland Road—Peter Roland married Matilda, the
daughter of Hawanan-born Wilhham Naukana, who
settled in the Isabella Pr. area in 1874,

Walker’s Hook Road—Capt. Edward Walker claimed
land here in 1859,

Robinson Road—Afro-American Henry Robinson
arrived on the island in 1885,

Bﬂklﬂr Rﬂﬂd—{:ifl il Eilkl.’t' lIl."l. l!li]l.ll!'il Ii:l] II.I i“ [Ili.."‘n el
Old Scott Road—The Scots ran one of the island’s
largest orchards
in this area from
1892,

Scott Point
Road—W. E. Scon
was a provincial
minister of
;iHI'il'l_lil'l_l]'{".
Beddis Road—
Sam and Emily
Beddis serttled
near beaurtiful
Beddis Beach in
| B84,

Retuming from Sungay service at 5t Marks.
from left, Miss Nunn, Bob Collins, another
Miss Nunn, Mrs. Nunn, and Bob's sister
Alice Collins, c. 7913,

Cusheon Lake Rnnd—j:mlm Duecie Cusheon came in
1860 bt cicn™t stay very Inn;_;-

Other heritage or scenic roads include Beaver Point
Road, Morningside Drive, Isabella Point Road, Upper
Ganges Road, North Beach Road, Churchill Road, and

Sunset Drive.

These roads have historic value; are often narrow,
winding, and without shoulders; and have hedgerows,
viewpoints, scenic vistas, and large trees close to
their edge. Unfortunately, these roads have not been
designated “heritage,” leaving them sull unprotected
from development.

Road Etiquette and Safety

Many of Salt Spring’s roads were built at the tarn of the
century to extract timber and to transport goods to and
from homesteads by horse and wagon. Roads are scenic,
but narrow and winding with limited sight distances,
blindd hills and corners, overhanging vegetaton, deep
ditches, and very narrow shoulders or no shoulders at
il". n(]l'lrl _i'll.:‘it ][]"I.l]".. E.liill' Cill™ .':III(I [r'l“.']'-:.!'i- ﬂ'l.ll" ]“Ijil{lﬁ el 10
shared by a wide variety of users, including tractors,
horses, cyclists, walkers, emergency vehicles, heavy
equipment, logging and dump trucks, buses, and tractor
[I'E]III.l.'I":i. Rllll[l.“i CaI hlf‘ -I.'!i}}lf‘{':'i“”!n' .I'}ll!-i-:n' 1 &llll!“{{il'&!i- -i.II'I{I
holiday weekends.

Motorists. Obey the posted speed limits: roads will be
safer for evervone; fuel consumption and pollution
will be reduced; and vou'll

save money. Pass slower-
moving traffic cautiously.
When passing cvclists,
allow them enough
room to control their
bicycles and avoid
road hazards. When
you complete your
pass, ensire that VLI
are well ahead of a
cyclist before pulling
back in. Be considerate:
don’t blast others with

g Archives

{"."b'.llil:ll:'i' rl. LS or !‘-i'l}]'il':i'
them with water and
mucl. Be on the alert for
pedestrians and cyclists
al III:I”."I':'-il"IZ'.'i.l:I-II:'-i HII{'I ('T'E}:‘i?-iln\'illkﬁ. EI(}".‘\.' (Il L ] I"Ii”"i LIIIII
blind corners. There may be someone just bevond vour
view using the same lane. Want to stop? Pull over well
off the road; never linger on the paved portion of any
road. When driving at night, reduce vour speed as there
are deer, raccoons, owls, cats, and dogs on the road.
Attention: trucks, campers, and motor homes: Flease
give cyclists and pedestrians a wide berth. Many have
been struck and injured by wide mirrors. You may have
to rethink old drving habits and adapt o the presence
of others on the road. Don’t be a road hog; share the

sl

Cyclists. At the ferry terminals, allow ferry traffic to
proceed before heading up the road. Use this time
to adjust the load on vour bike, check your map, use
terminal washrooms, and fll water bottles. Onece on the
road, ride single file on the right-hand side of the road.
Yield 1o pedesrians and equestrians. Wear a proper
fitting helmetand bright clothing or a reflective vest. Be
in reasonable physical shape and carry lots ol water, heep
yvour bike in good repair and bring a spare inner tube,
E]'I.I.I]IE}, i;II.IIZI I}il.l('ll ]'-Z.IIL *I. ]'l.'ill""n"it'.".'l' Illi o i."i- IJI!I'F]FI.II. 1!";'!!'.”:
stopped, remove vour bike from the roadway to avoid
obstructing the flow of waffic. Walk your bike facing
traffic. Avoid touring with a heavy backpack. Obey the

I!'ll!l.'!'i {Ilrll'lf' I'IHH"I. :ll1(|. II?II'I&. WORLLT I'JIIIH." al :Ill ['i!l!('!'i.

Wamen and bikes. probably in front
of the Broadws=ll homestead.

Mountain bikers. There are no othcial mountain bike
trails on Salt Spring. However, there are many logging
roads to ride on. The complex network of hiking trails
are ecologically verv sensitive and not designed for
mountain bikes. The rule on Salt Spring is if it looks like
a hiking wrail, stay off. All wails in provincial, regional,
or community parks are for hiking only.

Pedestrians, Wal I-;,H‘*-u;,_inggt'rﬁ., in-line skaters, and '[':H‘Hrllt'
i wheelchairs should wear bright clothing or reflective

vests when on island roads, particularly outside of

villages. Face traffic and pay attention when crossing
roads, especially at crosswalks,

EquEEETiaI’IE+ 1!.|||'.l_:';l I :l.-'!}'l.ll' 1"!{,'.']“1_:"1 Ii!'igl][l}' {'EII('II'I.II'I'.{I
clothing, or a reflective vest, and an over-the-rump
reflective triangle. Ride single file on the right-hand
side of the road. When leading a horse on highways,
place vourselt between the horse and the rathe, A
chaimn-lead shank gives vou more control. Contact the
Horse Council of BC for information on insurance, and
education and safety programs at {800)345-8055,

Lake access. Small boats, kavaks, or canoes can be
launched from all of the lake accesses shown on the map.
fllil!it}l'illl'-'l_'llﬂ'n'l "]'{'I'l ITOROrS arde mod I:I“lfl“.'f'{l LM []II' I.'_I:I-;l'.‘i..l
which supply drinking water to residents, Please do not
hathe or use soap in the lakes. And be aware that insome
vears “swimmers' itch” can be a problem. Dry yoursell
with a towel vigorously after coming out of the water.
Public access to five lakes are shown on the map.

PROUD TO

BE A PART

of YOUR

.HERITAGE.

The Cy Peck, pictured here, was Salt Spring
lskamd s first ferry, i service from 133060 1966,
After so many years, the vessel earned a place
in British Columbia's maritime history. Since
starting service in 1960, BC Ferries has, too.

Back them, we started out with two chips on

K3 BC FERRIES

afe foute betwsen Vancouver and Victoria.
Today we have 40 wvessels and 15 routes,
including three roures linking the people of
Sale Spring Lland with family, friends and
busincases on Yancowver Bland, neighbouring

Southern Cull lslands, and the mainland.

Tollfrea In B.C. 1-888-BC FERRY (250 2RE-3L31 1117 Fort Sireal, Wictoria, BUC, Canada VAV V7 www. befarras.com

E

Ax BC Ferries, we're proud of our past. And we
koo forward to e n-in.F the meeds of Salt ._";pri"u-_'
lslanders well into the future.
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We hope o enjoy
your walk arouind
Ganges Village.
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Chir bais syuteen has

many designael siops,

However, buses will stop
when hated dovwn on a

sale part of the road.
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Rating: 2 (ab,c)
Distance: 29km/18mi
Duration: 2 hnr
Route Odometer
Ganges to 5t Mary Lake....5.5km
Morth End Rd to

Vesuvius Bay Bd........... 19.5 km
Vesuvius Bay Rd to Ferry,..20.5 Km
Ferry to Upper Ganges Rd.._24.5 km
Upper Ganges Rd to

GANGES .....ccovneesvnmansmaen s 29 km
Hills
TGelf Course Hill.................. 4 km
T Southey Hairpin................ 12 km
TLSunsetHill...................... 18 km
lUpper Ganges Rollers...... 25 km

Ganges to
.. Booth Bay

Rating: 1 (c)
Distance: 12.4 km/7.75mi
Duration: 1 hr
Route Odometer
Ganges to Baker Rd......... 3.2 Km
Baker Rd to Booth Bay..... 4.4 km
Booth Bay to Lower (Ganges .. 5.6 km
Lower Ganges Rd o

Upper Ganges Bd.......oe. 8.4 KM
Upper Ganges Rd io

Robinson Rd ..................8.9Km
Robinson Rd to Ganges .. 12.4 km
Hills
TGolt Coursa Hill............. 2 8km

TlBooth Bay .........ccoveee. 32 KM
LUpper Ganges Rollers.. 10.4 km
lHastings Hill................ 11.5km

Yo Gangesto
¢ ]y, Cranberry
-2, Outlet

Rating: 1 (c.d)
Distance: 13.9 km/8.7 mi
Duration: 1 hr 15 min

Route Odometer
Rainbow Rd to Colins Rd ... 4.6 km
Collins Rd to

Cranbemy Outlet .......cccue. E.4 km
Cranberry Outiet to

Booth Canal ..................... 10 km
Booth Canal to

Lower GangesRd .......... 11.2km
Lower Ganges Rd to

Ganges ... 139km
Hills
TRainbow Ridge ............. 0.1 km
T1Baders Gravel Hill........ 6.2 km
TBooth Canal ..o 11.2 Km

Rating: 2 (ac)
Distance: 22 6 km/14.1 mi
Duration: 1br 45min
Route Odometer
Ganges to Robinson Rd..._..0.5 km
Robinson Rd to

VWalker Hook Rd............... 3.7 km
Walker Hook Rd to

Morth End Rd .. 11T km
Morth End Rd to

Upper Ganges Rd.......... 18.6 km
Upper Ganges to

Robinson Rd ..................21km

Robinson Rid to Ganges.......22.7 km
Hills

THastings Hill..._..........0.75km
T.LRobinson Roller ..............3 km
LWalker Hook HIll ...._......_.4.5 ke
TNorth Beach ............oeee.. 11 KM

LUpper Ganges Rollers.. 19.25km

e

Q‘?\ Ganges to
' “f\?\Lﬂng Harbour
Ly

b

Rating: 1 (g)
Distance: 13 km/8 mi
Duration: 1 hr

Route Odometer
Ganges o Robinson Rd....... 0.5km

Robinson Rd to

Leng Harbour Rd.............. 1.5km
Long Harbour Rd to

Qld ScoltRd............ocooe 4 km
Old Scott Rd to

Welbury Rd ..o 6 km
Welbury Rd to

Long Harbour.............cceeen. 7 Km
Long Harbour to Ganges..... 13 km
Hills
THastings Hill................... 0.75km
T Long Harbour Hill.............. 2km
lScott Rdrollers.................. B km

o Channel
S Islands

L evemod>@EENPYE

Roads/Bike Routes

sssssssss  Main road

meeseeeee— Gravel road

0-0
O-@
0o

Legend

Secondary road
» o Heritage Road
Picnic
Bike repair shop

Beach access (lake)
Beach access (ocean)
Telephone

Toilet

Tourist information
Gas station
Camping
Government Dock
Ferry

Grocery

Post Office

Sani Station

Steep Hill

Purchase map here.

Bakery

Food

Winery

Cheese

Bus Stop

Key

Geological siles
Heritage sites
Parks and Trailheads

A
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Representative distances

Beach Ganges to Fulford 14.5 km,/9mi
Eleanor Point Ganges to Long Harbour 4.8 km/8mi
Ganges to Vesuvius 6.4 km,/4mi
/;:D Fulford to Vesuvius 21 km/13mi
Q/ Euﬁf';'jfﬁlﬂ"d Vesuvius to Long Harbour 9.6 km,/6mi
katiored Park Beserve
]
Altitude legend in metres
0 —50
C/: 50—110
sabella Point 110—170
170—230
230 —290
rtland Island 290—350
Gulf Islonds
bt s 350 —410 [ ]
A 410 — 470 [ ]
]
0 1 Bl 470 —530 L]
===H'.'=. | o 530 — 590 []
| -
590 —650
0 b5 1 6 2 3 km =
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e Y 0 | S, B T NER — 38 Ex
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Rating: 1(ac) Rating: 2 (b, ¢) Rating: 25 (a,b,c) Rating: 2 (a,b,c.d) Rating: 3 (ab,c.d)
Distance: 21 km/13.1 mi Distance: 14 km/8.75mi Distance: 24 km/15 mi Distance: 17.7 km/11 mi Distance: 11 km/6 mi
Duration: 1hr 30 min Duration: 1 hr Duration: 2hr Duration: 1 br 45 min Duration: 1 hr 45 min
Route Odometer Route Odometer Route Odometer Route Odometer Route Odometer
Upper Ganges to Ganges to Fulferd Hbr........ 14 km Ganges to Beaver PtRd...... 14 km Ganges to Beddis Rd ......... 1.3 km Fulford-Ganges Rd to
BeddisRd ....................... 1.3km Hills Beaver Pt Rd to Baddis to Cusheon Lk Rd......6.4 km Cranberry Rd.......coocoeviina 1.8km
Beddis Rd to Bedcis Beach ... 8.5 km TGanges Hill ..o Tkm Ruckle Farmhouse .......... 19km Cusheon Lake Rd to Cranberry to
Baddis Beach to Y o [ 7T km Ruckle Farmhouse to Stewart Rd..........ccocvvenen T3 KM Mt Maxwell Rd...............6.1km
Cusheon Lake Rd ............ 11 km Campground 20 km Stewart Rd to Maxwel Rd o
Cusheon Lake Rd o Hills Beaver Ft Fd.................. 10.8 km Park Lookaut .o, 11 km
Lower GangesRd............ 16 km TGanges Hill ...........cco.co........ 1 kM Beaver Pt Rd to Hills
Lower Ganges Rdto Ganges ..... 21 km LLeesHill ...............cc......... 11 km Ruckle Park A7 T km TcangesHill....................1km
Hills THepburn Hill ...........coc.... 14 kM Hills Tl:ranberr:,r || [ — 2 km
T1/2 Ganges Hill................ 0.5 km LRuckle Park Hill................. 20 km TGanges Hill .....................0.5 km ThMawel Mt &km
T Beddis Beach Bump .....8.5km Tstewart Rd Hil.................8.3 km
LGanges Hill.........ccceuvn.e. 19 km LRuckle Park Hill..................16 km

Bike maps courtesy of Bruce Gray




